


School of Arts Research Methods Workshop Programme 2024-2025

Workshop conveners: Roshini Kempadoo and May Ingawanij with sessions led by other CREAM researchers.

These workshop sessions for PhD doctoral researchers starting out in their first year will focus on the key skills and knowledge to help develop a successful doctoral project and will help prepare the ground for your first annual review submission (APR). As you will have already had workshops at the Graduate School level on ‘what is doctoral research?’, how to organise yourself, think about and pursue your studies, these workshops focus on what we consider and name as practice-based/creative research methods for CREAM and other postgraduate researchers as artists and practitioners. We examine different research approaches associated with the arts and humanities field as qualitative methodologies and their impact on your research and creative production. The purpose of the workshop programme is to discuss and understand the range of artistic skills and methods required for doing a PhD by practice, to meet each other and to present your work in a friendly, convivial environment. This is primarily an in-person attendance and expect you to be with us in person. However we recognise this is not always possible with other commitments. If you have to attend online – please email to let us know in advance.

Aims and Objectives
· To provide knowledge of general research skills associated with arts and creative
practice methodologies
· To advance academic and professional communication, and research management
· To develop independent evaluation of practice research
· To independently assess and report on own and others research
· To help hone your autonomous skills of writing, presentation and dissemination
necessary for doctoral research
Learning Outcomes
· Identify and justify an original research topic and plan the programme of research
· Review a range of research methods and resources, and critically evaluate their
applicability to a given research topic
· Critically reflect on and improve your own research practice
· Preparation for creating, writing and presenting material and projects at a standard
appropriate to the presentation of research, and propose effective methods of
presenting doctoral research findings (symposium, APR, creative project
development)

There are many books and articles about creative/practice-based doctoral research. You will be expected to conduct your own literature research on the process of writing a thesis in the arts. You will be asked to share your reading with the group and to discuss key ideas and issues that arise. Please see on the blackboard site: PhD Research – Media, Arts and Design (WSMAD)> Content. Please also find a suggested reading list following the schedule below. Many of the titles are available through the library.

School of Arts Research Methods Workshop Programme Schedule

All workshops take place in Room 401 – Regents Street Campus, unless otherwise specified and/or as an online session teams links below


	Monday 13th October
18.00 – 20.00

Room: 401 Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 1:
What is research through Arts and Art Practice? 
Introduction to Methods and Forms (1)
Led by Roshini Kempadoo, joined by Hannah Rumball
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6 
Passcode: kM6vx6re

	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	Monday 20th October
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401 Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 2:
May Ingawanij and Sam Stevens (tbc.)
Introduction to Methods and Forms (2)
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6 
Passcode: kM6vx6re

	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	Monday 3rd November
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401 Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 3:
Experimenting/Building a method 
Pamela Gomez (CREAM/Techne PhD researcher /Roshini
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6 
Passcode: kM6vx6re

	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	Monday 24th November 
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401 Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 4:
Reflective Practice and Artmaking in Knowledge Production. Hannah Rumball and Rosie Wallin
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6
Passcode: kM6vx6re


	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	
February 2026
(time, date tbc.)
	CREAM Post Xmas Break Symposium
This is an opportunity for you to present your initial ideas and have a discussion with CREAM PhD researchers from other years – please discuss this to your supervisors about presenting.
 
	Year 1 CREAM 

	
	Semester 2: 2026
	

	Monday 9th February 
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401 Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 5:
How to do a literature/contextual review
Lucy Soutter and Lucy Harrison (tbc.)
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6 
Passcode: kM6vx6re

	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	Monday 23rd February 
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401, Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 6:
Ethics for Practice Based and Arts Researchers:
Julie Marsh & Catherine Dormer (tbc)
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6
Passcode: kM6vx6re


	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 

	Monday 2nd March 
18.00 – 20.00
Room: 401, Regent Street
	CREAM Research Methods 7:
Research Presentations 
May, Roshini, Hannah Rumball, Paula Gortazar (tbc.) 
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 335 652 937 638 6 
Passcode: kM6vx6re


	Year 1 CREAM and any other UoW researcher 



Research Presentations: some preparation

In your short presentation (Research Methods 7 – Monday 2nd March) that should be no more than 8 - 10 mins, we will discuss how you are approaching researching and writing your research project that contributes towards your written thesis. And we expect your presentation to demonstrate the relationship between your writing and the creative work you are developing as elements to your PhD studies. 
Depending on what you plan to write for your Annual Progress Review, you might include in your presentation:
• Writing /researching your practice: How might you approach writing a cultural analysis of elements of your creative project you are creating as inherent to your PhD studies? What might this analysis consist of, how might you approach designing your chapter structure (sub-headings, themes etc.) what aspects of your practice do you intend to write about?
• Writing/researching methodology: How might you theoretically frame the project? What might this look like – i.e key theorists/keywords? Which critics have you identified for inclusion? Which themes are you intending to address? How are you addressing your practice as integral to your method? 
• Writing/researching a contextual review: What and who will you draw upon to map a knowledge (artists, histories, specifics of geography/location for example)
• Writing/researching positionality: What writings will you research to identify an approach to your project? 

Suggested Reading:

Allsopp, R. (1999) ‘Performance writing.’ PAJ: a Journal of Performance and Art, 21 (176-80)

Ambrožic, Mara and Angela Vettese (2013) Art as a Thinking Process. Visual Forms of
Knowledge Production. Berlin: Sternberg Press.

https://avphd.wordpress.com/2007/04/28/bits-bytes-and-the-rhetoric-of-practicenew-
media-artist/

Badura, Jens et. al. (eds.) (2015) Künstlerische Forschung – ein Handbuch. Zürich:
diaphanes.

Balkerna, Annette and Henk Slager (eds.) (2006) Artistic Research. Amsterdam and New
York: Lier en Boog.

Barrett, Estelle and Barbara Bolt (eds.) (2007) Practice as Research. Approaches to
Creative Art Enquiry. London: IB Tauris. 4

Bauer, Ute Meta (and Thomas D. Trummer (eds.) (2011) AR – Artistic Research. London:
König Books.

Bazeley, P. (2006) “Research dissemination in creative arts, humanities and the social
sciences.’ Higher Education Research & Development, 25 (3), 307-31.

Bippus, Elke (ed.) (2009) Kunst des Forschens. Praxis des ästhetischen Denkens.
Berlin/Zürich.

Borgdorff, Henk (2012) The Conflict of the Faculties: Perspectives on Artistic Research and Academia. Leiden: Leiden University Press.

Briggs, Michael and Henrik Karlsson (eds.) (2012) The Routledge Companion to Research
in the Arts. London: Routledge.

Caduff, Corinna et.al. (eds.) (2010) Art and Artistic Research. Zürich:

Carter, Paul (2004) Material Thinking. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press.

Coessens, Kathleen et.al. (eds.) (2009) The Artistic Turn: A Manifesto (Orpheus Research
Centre in Music Series (ORCiM)). Leuven: Leuven Univerisy Press.

Dombois, Florian et. al. (eds.) (2012) Intellectual Birdhouse. London: König Books.

Dombois, Florian et.al. (eds.) (2014) Ästhetisches Denken. Nicht-Propositionalität,
Episteme, Kunst. Zürich: diaphanes.

Elkins, James (2014) Artists with PhDs: On the New Doctoral Degree in Studio Art.
Washington: New Academia Publishing.

Frayling, Christopher (1993) Research in Art and Design, RCA Research Papers, London:
RCA.

Grand, Simon and Jonas, Wolfgang (eds.) (2012) Mapping Design Research. Basel.

Gray, Carole and Julian Malins (2004) Visualizing Research: a guide to the research
process in art and design. Aldershot: Ashgate.

Hannula, Mika et.al. (eds.) (2005) Artistic Research – theories, methods and practices.
Gothenburg: Academy of Fine Arts.

Hannula, Mika et.al. (eds.) 2014) Artistic Research Methodology: Narrative, Power and
the Public (Critical Qualitative Research). Bern, New York, Paris, Frankfurt, London:
Peter Lang.

Lind, Torbjörn (ed.) (2008) Yearbook for Artistic Research. Stockholm: Academy of Arts.

MacLeod, Katy and Lin Holdridge (eds.) (2006) Thinking through Art. Reflections on Art
as Research. London: Routledge.

McNiff, Shaun (1998) Art Based Research. London and Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley
Publisher.

McNIff, Shaun (2013) Art as Research. Opportunities and Challenges. Bristol: Intellect.

Mey, Kerstin et.al. (eds.) (2011) Artistic Research, Riga: RIXC.

Mey, Kerstin (ed.) (2005) Art in the Making. Aesthetics Historicity and Practice, Bern,
New York, Paris, Frankfurt, London: Peter Lang.

Phillips, E. and Pugh, D.S. (Derek S. (2010) How to get a PhD a handbook for students and their supervisors. 5th ed. rev. and updated. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill Open University Press.
https://library-collections-search.westminster.ac.uk/permalink/44WST_INST/1bvdkbr/alma990005240080203711

Ritterman, Janet et.al. (eds.) (2011) Art and research. Can artists be researchers?
Vienna: Springer.

Smith, Hazel and Roger T. Dean (2009) Practice-led Research, Research-led Practice in the Creative Arts (Research Methods for the Arts and Humanities). Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Sullivan, Graeme (2005) Art Practice as Research. Inquiry in the Visual Arts. Thousand
Oaks, London, New Delhi: Sage.

Schwab, Michael and Henk Borgdorff (eds.) (2013) The Exposition of Artistic Research.
Publishing Art in Academia. Leiden: Leiden University Press.

Schwab, Michael (ed.) (2013) Experimental systems: future knowledge in artistic research (Orpheus Institute Series). Leuven: Leuven University Press.

Svenungsson, Jan (2007) An Artist’s Text Book. Helsinki: Finish Academy of Fine Arts.

Verbeke, Johan and Burak Pak (2012) Knowing (by) Designing. Ghent, Brussels: Sint-
Lucas School of Architecture and Leuven: KU Leuven, Faculty of Architecture.

Wilson, Mick and Schelte van Ruiten (2013) Handbook for Artistic Research Education.
Amsterdam: ELIA/SHARE.
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