POLYTECHNIC
BOXING

After World War | Ronald Rawson

Rawson was to have a huge impact on
the Polytechnic Boxing Club. Rawson, a
recently demobbed soldier who had
been awarded the Military Cross with
two bars, took gold at the 1920 Antwerp
Olympics despite having only won his
first competition 11 months previously.
Rawson’s example helped to raise the
Poly Boxing Club’s membership to 700
by 1923, during which year they were
honoured by a visit from HRH the Prince
of Wales. The following year, Harry
Mitchell won gold at the Paris Olympics.
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although the Club continued to be called
upon for Olympic referees for many
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the Boxing Club produced several
Olympic champions. At the 1908
Olympics the Club had boxers competing
at every weight, including two
heavyweights. The Poly’s Charlie Morris
won silver in the featherweights, whilst
Frank Parks achieved bronze in the
heavyweight category.
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